Comprehension Guide 

BEFORE YOU READ 
LOOK 
at titles, pictures, and headings to see what the 

topic will be. 

TELL 
yourself what you already know about the topic. 

DECIDE 
what you want to find out. 

PREDICT 
what the author will say. 

WHILE YOU READ 
ASK 
yourself if what you are reading makes sense. 

PICTURE 
what the author describes. 

IDENTIFY 
the main ideas. 

PREDICT 
what will come next. 

AFTER YOU READ 
RETELL 
what you read in your own words. 

SUMMARIZE 
the most important ideas. 

ASK 
yourself questions and answer them. 

PICTURE 
in your mind what the author described. 

DECIDE 
what was especially interesting or enjoyable. 

IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND 
IDENTIFY 
the problem. 

REMIND 
yourself of what you want to find out. 

LOOK BACK 
LOOK AHEAD 
SLOW DOWN 
